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CHAPTER I: CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS FOR CENTRAL ADMISSION
IN IRAQI UNIVERSITIES

A-1: General Admission Conditions

To be eligible for admission to Iraqi universities and institutes, a student must meet the following criteria:

1. Nationality: Must hold Iraqi nationality.

2. Academic Qualification: Must possess an Iraqi Preparatory School Certificate certified by the General
Directorate of Education in the respective governorate, or an equivalent qualification, accompanied by a quick
response digital verification credential (QR-CODE).

3. Age Limit: Must be born in the year 2001 or thereafter.

4. Medical Fitness: Must successfully pass the mandatory medical examination according to the specific
criteria of each field of study. Admitted students are required to undergo a Complete Blood Count (CBC) or

Hb-Electrophoresis screening at designated official medical examination centers.

5. Academic Dedication: Must be fully dedicated to their studies. It is strictly prohibited to combine a public
sector job with full-time studies simultaneously in morning (daytime) colleges and institutes. This regulation
applies to all employees of state institutions. For continued enrollment, employed students must secure an
official study leave from their employers within a maximum period of 90 days from the date of
commencement. Furthermore, a student is prohibited from being enrolled in two academic programs at the
same time; if proven otherwise, the Ministry will be notified to cancel the student's admission. In instances
where a student receives two distinct admissions in the same academic year, they must choose one and

cancel the other.

6. Graduation Cohorts: The applicant must be a graduate of:

o a. The current academic year.

o b. The previous academic year, provided they were not centrally admitted to any college or institute.
These applicants are admitted via the designated previous-year graduate channel based on the minimum
admission thresholds (cut-off scores) established for their graduation year, on the strict condition that

they have not enrolled in evening studies, private universities, the Private Government University



Education channel (parallel studies), or colleges/institutes affiliated with the religious endowments (Awqaf)

or other ministries.

o 7. International Expatriate Students: International students holding equivalent certificates obtained during
the academic years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 are entitled to apply via the official electronic portal of the
Directorate of Studies, Planning, and Follow-up using their dedicated online application form. The online
application will be officially processed upon presenting a temporary or permanent equivalency certificate

issued by the Ministry of Education's Directorate of Certificate Equivalency.

¢ 8. Non-Iraqi Central Admissions: Non-Iraqi students holding an Iraqi Preparatory School Certificate who
receive central admission must be notified in writing to report to the Central Admission Department /
Expatriate Student Unit to determine their status regarding tuition fee exemptions or requirements to pay

tuition fees in foreign currency, pursuant to the regulations specified in Chapter VII of this guide.

A-2: General Foundations of the Central Admission Electronic System

The assignment of students to colleges and institutes is determined by an automated central admission system

executed electronically through the official portal, governed by the following parameters:

¢ 1. Merit-Based Allocation: Students are nominated for admission based on the preferences indicated in their
electronic application form submitted through the Directorate of Studies, Planning, and Follow-up portal,

operating strictly on competitive cumulative scores.
¢ 2. Mandatory Preferences Selection:

o a. Scientific Branch Graduates: Must populate exactly 50 choices in the electronic form, ensuring that

the number of technical institutes selected is not fewer than 10.

o b. Literary Branch Graduates: Must populate no fewer than 25 choices and up to a maximum of 50

choices in the electronic form, ensuring that the number of technical institutes is not fewer than 10.

o c¢. Fine Arts Branch Graduates: Must populate no fewer than 10 choices in the electronic form,

ensuring that the number of technical institutes is not fewer than 2.

¢ 3. Non-Binding Nature of Submission: The submission of the admission form does not constitute a final
binding obligation for admission according to the chosen preferences; actual placement depends entirely on

objective competition against all other applicants under the active framework.

¢ 4. Geographic Restriction for Law Programs: Applications to Colleges of Law (Rights) are restricted
strictly to residents of the same governorate. A student has no right to apply to law colleges located outside

their home governorate.

¢ 5. Engineering Programs Selection: Applications to Colleges of Engineering must be submitted through the

electronic form structured directly by specific academic departments.

¢ 6. English Language Departments: Applications to English Language Departments within Colleges of
Education, Colleges of Education for Human Sciences, and Colleges of Basic Education must be completed

through the electronic form based explicitly on the department.

¢ 7. Score Differentiation & Weighted Criteria:



o a. A percentage of 8% of the grade obtained in any additional foreign language is calculated and added

directly to the student's competitive cumulative score.

o b. An additional bonus point is added to the overall average score of students who graduated in the first

examination round (excluding students covered under the multiple-attempts/re-sit system).

o ¢. Recourse to secondary differentiation subjects (tie-breakers) is strictly confined to scenarios involving

competition over the final remaining seats within the approved admission plan.

A-3: Admission Regulations for Martyrs' Kin

(Covered under Law 57 of 2015, Law 2 of 2016, Amendment Law 2 of 2020, and Amendment Law 23 0f2024)

« 1. Eligible Categories: This channel strictly covers the following groups:

o

a. First-degree relatives of martyrs of the crimes committed by the dissolved Ba'ath Party regime.

o

b. First-degree relatives of martyrs of the Popular Mobilization Forces (Al-Hashd Al-Shaabi).

[o]

c. First-degree relatives of victims of military operations, military errors, and terrorist acts, as well as

wounded individuals covered under Law 57 of 2015.

o

d. First-degree relatives of Peshmerga martyrs and martyrs registered with the Ministry of Martyrs and
Anfal Affairs in the Kurdistan Region.

e 2. Quota Allocation: Admission is granted based on an allocated quota of 10% of the total institutional
admission plan for each individual category, with competition taking place independently within each

respective group.
¢ 3. Competitive Score Thresholds (Grade Differential Exceptions):

o a. Medical Group: For admissions into Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry, and Pharmacy, the applicant's
competitive average score must be within a maximum differential of 5 points or less below the minimum
central admission threshold set for the current academic year. The absolute minimum raw average score

for the student must not be less than 90% (calculated without any external bonus point additions).

o b. Remaining Fields: For all other academic disciplines, admission is permitted within a maximum
differential of 7 points or less below the lowest average score accepted by the college or institute under

the general central admission plan.

¢ 4. Technical Universities Quota: For technical universities, the admission of martyrs' kin is distributed at a
rate of 2% for graduates of preparatory schools (Scientific, Literary, and Fine Arts branches) and 8% for

graduates of vocational preparatory schools.

¢ 5. Direct Admission Channels: Eligible applicants may apply through direct admission channels according
to the regulations of each specific field, provided they did not utilize the martyrs' kin quota channel in the

previous year for evening or private studies.

e 6. Internal Departmental Distribution: The distribution of admitted students into specific academic
departments within their assigned colleges is determined based on their competitive average score and

personal preferences, competing strictly within the institutional plan and category quotas.

e 7. Electronic Verification and Verification Work flow:



o

a. Applications must be initiated via the electronic portal of the Directorate of Studies, Planning, and
Follow-up using the dedicated martyrs' channel form. The online application is validated only after official

digital certification from the Martyrs Foundation confirming the applicant's coverage status under the law.

b. Upon completing the online form, the student is legally obligated to visit the Martyrs Foundation to
finalize the verification process. Failure to do so will result in the automated transfer of the application to

the general central admission channel.

c¢. The student must submit a final official letter of endorsement issued by the Academic Care Units of the
Martyrs Foundation directorates within 30 days from their official date of commencement. This letter is
archived as a permanent verification document in the student's file. Failure to present this document within
the deadline will prompt the institution to request the Ministry to shift the student's admission to the

general public channel based on what their actual grade average permits.

A-4: Admission Guidelines for Preparatory School Graduates / Fine Arts Branch

e 1. Graduates of the Fine Arts Branch are integrated into the central admission matrix alongside graduates of

the Scientific and Literary branches.

e 2. Fine Arts Branch graduates are authorized to apply via central or direct admission channels to the following

specific institutional programs:

o

[o]

a. College of Applied Arts / Middle Technical University: Specifically for the departments of Interior

Design, Advertising Techniques, and Industrial Design (via Central Admission).
b. Colleges of Fine Arts: (via Central Admission and Direct Admission under the Gifted/Talented category).

c. Colleges of Arts: Confined to the departments of Psychology, Philosophy, Archaeology, Civil Society,

Media, French Language, and Turkish Language (via Central Admission).

d. Colleges of Archaeology: Confined to the departments of General Archaeology, Ancient Iraqi
Archaeology, Islamic Archaeology, Archacology and Islamic Civilization, and Archaeology and Ancient

Civilization (via Central Admission).

e. Colleges of Basic Education: Specifically within Art Education departments (via Central Admission and
Direct Admission under the Gifted/Talented category).

f. Colleges of Physical Education and Sports Sciences (via Direct Admission channel exclusively).
g. Educational Counseling Departments across all participating colleges (via Central Admission).

h. Corresponding Technical Institutes across technical universities running analogous programs matching

this specific branch (via Central Admission).

i. Colleges of Languages: Open to all language departments except the English Language Department (via

Central Admission).

j- Colleges of Media: Open to all departments except Journalism and Digital Media (via Central Admission).



CHAPTER II: DIRECT ADMISSION CHANNELS: REGULATIONS AND
CONDITIONS

B-1: General Application Conditions for Direct Admission

1. Nationality: Must hold Iraqi nationality.
2. Age Limit: Must be born in the year 2001 or thereafter.

3. Academic Credentials: Must hold an Iraqi Preparatory School Certificate officially certified by the
provincial General Directorate of Education, or an equivalent approved document accompanied by a quick

response verification credential (QR-CODE).

4. Medical Examination: Must pass the required physical examination according to the criteria set for each
specialty. Accepted candidates must submit CBC or Hb-Electrophoresis lab results from authorized public

health screening centers.

5. Employment Constraints: Full academic dedication is mandatory. Combining an active public sector
position with morning studies at colleges or institutes is strictly prohibited. State employees must obtain
approved official study leave prior to commencing studies, in accordance with regulatory laws. Dual
academic enrollment is completely banned; any confirmed violations will lead to the cancellation of the

student's admission via official ministry intervention.

6. Eligible General Cohorts: Applications are open to graduates of the current academic year (2024-2025)
and the previous academic year who did not receive a central admission placement, covering the Scientific,
Biology, Application, Literary, and Fine Arts branches, subject to specific department rules and provided they
are not currently registered in evening classes, private colleges, parallel studies, or institutions run by other

ministries or the Awqaf.

7. Vocational and Specialized Institutes Cohorts: Graduates from Vocational branches, Institutes of Fine
Arts, the Institute of Music Studies, the Institute of Folk and Islamic Arts and Crafts are permitted to apply
for the current and previous academic years. Previous year graduates must submit an official college/institute
endorsement verifying their status as deferred or failed students, explicitly stating: '"For verification testing
purposes to apply for the Direct Admission Channel". They must not be enrolled in evening, private,

parallel, endowment, or alternative ministerial institutions.

8. Previous Central Admission Adjustments: Students centrally admitted in the previous academic year
from academic branches (Scientific, Biology, Application, Literary) may apply to direct channels (including
Fine Arts branches in Colleges of Fine Arts, Art Education departments, and Colleges of Physical Education
and Sports Sciences) under specific conditions. This option is restricted to unregistered students whose
previous admission was cancelled, failed students, or deferred students. They must provide an official college
endorsement stating: "For verification testing purposes to apply for the Direct Admission Channel".
Upon final acceptance, they lose any right to request a modification of nomination or revert to their prior

central placement.

9. Top Graduate Adjustments: The top 20 graduates of the current year from the Institutes of Fine Arts,
Music Studies, and Folk/Islamic Arts are permitted to apply via this channel. Their names will be

systematically blocked from the standard 20% Top Graduates channel to prevent duplicate placement.



10. Competitive Score Structure: All applicants must undergo practical assessment examinations
administered directly by the respective colleges. The competitive score is calculated based on a weighted
index: 55% for the student's raw preparatory school average score and 45% for the practical examination

SCore.

11. Timeline: The application and practical testing window spans exactly one month. Both passing and re-

sit (conditional) students within the eligible categories are permitted to apply during this active period.

12. Central Admission Block Notice: Colleges are legally required to notify applicants clearly upon
submission that final acceptance via the Direct Admission channel will automatically cancel and block their

name from the Central Admission stream.

13. Application Restrictions: A student is strictly prohibited from applying to more than one institution via
the direct admission channel. Withdrawal or cancellation requests are not permitted once the official

admission results are declared.

14. Passing Requirement: Successfully passing the institutional practical assessment is an absolute

prerequisite for admission nomination.

15. Results Publication: Colleges must publicly display practical examination results on official campus

notice boards exactly one week following the expiration of the application window.

16. Data Transmission: Electronic transmission of passing student data must be routed via the dedicated
electronic terminal of the Directorate of Studies, Planning, and Follow-up within a maximum period of two

weeks from the close of the testing window.

17. Rounding Rules: Practical examination values must be transmitted to the electronic computer center as

integers, with any fractional values rounded up to the nearest whole number in favor of the student.

18. Threshold Adjustments for Martyrs' Kin: Minimum preparatory grade averages and thresholds are
adjusted downward for martyrs' kin during application and testing phases, according to the metrics defined
under Chapter I (Section A-3).

19. Post-Result Screening: Following the publication of direct admission lists, the names of accepted
students are systematically expunged from the central admission system and the 20% Top Institute

Graduates channel.

20. Final Operational Order: Final list matching and selection processing are managed centrally by the
Central Admission Department based on competitive composite scores. Admitted students are legally barred
from official commencement or registration until the definitive admission decrees are formally promulgated by

the Ministry.

21. Official Verification Files: Passing rosters must be uploaded via the electronic portal matching the

structured template, bearing the official signature of the Dean of the College or an authorized representative.

22. Martyrs' Kin Structural Classes: Direct channel placements for martyrs' kin must adhere strictly to the

separate sub-category classifications defined by law.

23. Parallel Study Direct Admissions: Direct admission applicants to the Private Government University
Education channel (parallel studies) are subject to the same regulatory conditions outlined under Chapter IV
(Section D-13).



B-2: Institutional Map of Direct Admission Colleges
B-2-1: Colleges and Departments of Physical Education and Sports Sciences

¢ 1. Academic Branches Quota: Graduates from academic streams (Scientific, Literary, Fine Arts, etc.) are
allocated 70% of the institutional admission plan. The absolute minimum application threshold requires a
minimum grade average of 59% for male candidates and 55% for female candidates across all sports

departments.

e 2. Vocational Branch Quota: Graduates of all vocational branches are allocated 15% of the institutional

admission plan, with an absolute minimum average score requirement of 60%.

e 3. Elite Athletes Channel: Verified elite athletes nominated by the Iraqi National Olympic Committee are
exempted from standard minimum grade average thresholds. This group is allocated 15% of the admission
plan, distributed as follows: 8% for academic/fine arts graduates and 7% for vocational graduates. The
competitive index is weighted as 50% for the preparatory average and 50% for the competitive testing score.
Athletic Eligibility Criteria: Participation in an official Olympic Games event; Securing a ranking from 1st
to 6th place in an international championship; Securing a ranking from 1st to 6th place in an Asian
championship; Securing 1st to 3rd place in an Arab championship; Achieving 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place in an
official national Iraqi championship within the past two years.

Female Athlete Exception: Female applicants qualify based on active participation alone in any of the
championships listed above, provided they document at least two separate tournament appearances during
the academic years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025.

B-2-2: Colleges of Fine Arts and Art Education Departments

Admissions are split equally: 50% via Central Admission and 50% via Direct Admission, matching the

following targeted categories:

¢ 1. Applied Arts Vocational Quota: Allocated 25% of the admission plan, with an absolute minimum average

score requirement of 60%.

¢ 2. Fine Arts & Music Institutes Quota: Allocated 15% of the plan, requiring a minimum average score of
60%.

¢ 3. Folk Arts Institutes Quota: Allocated 5% of the plan, with an absolute minimum average score

requirement of 65%.

» 4. Artistically Gifted/Talented Stream: Talented academic graduates must have a minimum average score
of 55%, while vocational graduates must have a minimum average score of 60%. This group is allocated
5% of the plan. The competitive index is weighted as 50% for the preparatory average and 50% for the
practical testing score. Applicants must present portfolios, graphic wall posters, or photographic/video

evidence of original artworks in exhibitions.

e 5. Children of Artists Priority: Children of certified artists receive priority placement over peers with
identical competitive scores for the final remaining seats, upon presenting an official endorsement from the

Iraqi Artists Syndicate.

B-2-4 to B-2-9: Other Direct Specialty Channels



¢ Kindergarten & Home Economics: Open exclusively to female candidates via central admission for
academic streams (75% of seats). Vocational Applied Arts graduates are allocated up to 25% (minimum

average of 60%).

o Islamic Sciences & Jurisprudence: Academic graduates assigned 50% via central routing. Islamic Finance
and Islamic Civilization are restricted exclusively to academic graduates. Ministry of Education Islamic
schools receive 40% quota via direct admission, and Shia/Sunni Endowment schools receive 40% quota

(minimum average of 60%).

¢ Colleges of Archaeology: Centrally admits 50% from academic branches (threshold 55%). Vocational
Applied Arts & Tourism allocated 40% (threshold 55%). Islamic/Endowment schools allocated 10%
(threshold 60%).

CHAPTER III: REGULATIONS AND CONDITIONS FOR EVENING STUDIES
ADMISSION

C-1: General Application Conditions for Evening Studies

o 1. Nationality: Must hold Iraqi nationality.

e 2. Academic Qualification: Must possess an Iraqi Preparatory School Certificate accompanied by a QR-

CODE verification credential.

¢ 3. Baseline Entry Score Thresholds (Cut-offs):



College / Discipline Category Minimum Grade Threshold
Colleges of Nursing 70%

Colleges of Veterinary Medicine 65%

Colleges of Medical and Health Technologies 75%

Colleges of Engineering 65%

Colleges of Engineering Technologies 60%

Colleges of Science, Computer Science, and IT (All variants) 60%

Colleges of Law 65%

Political Science, Administration and Economics 60%

Allremaining fields and Humanities specialties 58%

Colleges of Physical Education and Sports Sciences 57% (Males) / 55% (Females)

¢ 4. University Council Discretionary Lowering: University Councils are granted autonomous authority to
lower the baseline thresholds listed above by a maximum of 3 points based on provincial demand. This
authority completely excludes Engineering, Engineering Technologies, Science/IT, and Physical Education
fields.

C-3: Evening Studies Tuition Fees Matrix

The maximum allowable annual tuition fees collected from students enrolled in evening studies for the academic

year 2025-2026 are structured as follows:



Maximum Annual Tuition Fee

No. | Academic Specialty / Discipline (1QD)

1 Petroleum, Architecture, and Biomedical Engineering Departments 3,000,000 IQD
2 Remaining Engineering Branches and Departments 2,250,000 IQD
3 Colleges of Engineering Technology 2,000,000 IQD
4 Colleges of Nursing 2,500,000 IQD
5 Colleges of Medical Health Technology & Pathological Analysis 2,250,000 IQD
6 Colleges of Veterinary Medicine 1,750,000 IQD
7 All Pure and Applied Scientific Colleges 1,500,000 IQD
¢ Law, Administration & Economics, and Administrative Technical 1,200,000 QD

Colleges

9 Remaining Humanities Colleges and Disciplines 900,000 IQD
10 Technical Medical Institutes 2,000,000 IQD
11 Technological Technical Institutes 1,200,000 1IQD
12 Remaining Technical Institutes 750,000 IQD

¢ Academic Excellence Scholarships: Evening tuition fees for the following academic year are adjusted for

top-ranking students in each academic department as follows: 50% reduction for the Ist highest-ranking

student, 30% reduction for the 2nd highest-ranking student, and 20% reduction for the 3rd highest-ranking

student.

¢ Withdrawal & Refund Policy Matrix: If a student formally withdraws or defers their studies, the financial

calculations for tuition fees are handled according to the following strict timeline:

o Within 10 days from the official commencement date: 0% collected (Full waiver/refund).

o From 11 to 30 days following commencement: 10% of total annual tuition fee is collected.

o From 31 to 40 days following commencement: 25% of total annual tuition fee is collected.

o Exceeding 40 days past commencement: 100% of full annual tuition fee is collected.

e Martyrs' Kin Exemption: All students admitted through the martyrs' kin quota channel across all categories

are granted a 100% full exemption from all tuition fees. This comprehensive waiver applies to both

employed civil servants and non-employed students.



CHAPTER 1V: CENTRAL ADMISSION REGULATIONS FOR SPECIALIZED
CHANNELS

D-1: Top Vocational Graduates Channel (University Level Admissions)

Eligibility is restricted exclusively to top graduates from the first examination round across both morning

and evening vocational programs, allocated as follows:

Top 10 Students: Across low-enrollment specialized fields.

Top 10 Students: From the Hospitality and Tourism stream, requiring a minimum average score of 65%.
Top 25% Graduates: From the Applied Arts stream, requiring a minimum average score of 65%.

Top 50% Graduates: From the Agricultural stream, requiring a minimum average score of 65%.

Top 20% Graduates: From Industrial, Commercial, and Computer/IT streams. The minimum average score

requirement is 70% for Industrial and Computer streams, and 65% for the Commercial stream.

Top 10 Students: From Nursing preparatory schools, requiring a minimum average score of 85%.

D-3: Top 20% Institute Graduates Channel (College Level Admissions)

1. Intake Calculation: The top 20% of graduates from each specific technical major are nominated for
admission into corresponding university colleges. Fractional results are rounded up to the nearest integer in

favor of the student.

2. Shift Integrity Rule: Morning institute graduates are placed into morning college programs, and evening
institute graduates are placed into evening college programs. Total enrollment must not exceed 10% of the

college's planned admission seats.

3. Withdrawal Penalty: If a student withdraws from their college placement to take up public sector
employment after the publication of admission orders, the case is sent to the central Ministry to cancel their

admission. The student will be barred from applying through this channel for 4 consecutive years.

D-4: Civil Servant Excellence Channel (Admission of Distinguished Employees)

¢ 1. Requirements: Meritorious public employees must be born in the year 1985 or thereafter, and possess a

minimum of 2 years of verified active public service calculated up to October 1, 2025.

2. College Minimum Grade Average Thresholds: Colleges of Pharmacy: 90%:; Medical Health
Technologies and Nursing: 80%; Colleges of Engineering: 75%; Colleges of Engineering Technology: 70%;
All other university colleges: 65%.

3. Competitive Index Calculation: The final competitive index for civil servants is calculated using a
weighted system: 70% for the institute graduation average score and 30% for the administrative

evaluation card index.



D-7: Security Forces Channel (Admissions Under Law 15 0f2016)

¢ 1. Evening Studies Restriction: Active personnel within the Armed Forces, Internal Security, Intelligence,

National Security, and Popular Mobilization Forces (Al-Hashd Al-Shaabi) are admitted exclusively into

evening study programs.

¢ 2. Grade Average Threshold: Eligible for a reduced entry threshold of 5 points below the standard evening
baseline cut-off score set for their target department. This supernumerary quota is capped at a maximum of

5% of the department's total admission plan.
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